CONSOLIDATION OF LUDDHA'S RELIGION.           IOI

It so little as a penny's worth, Is no longer a disciple
of the Shakyamuni.                                                              s

e<And lastly, an ordained disciple must not know-
Ingly and malignantly deprive any harmless creature of
life, not even an earth-worm or an ant. The disciple
who knowingly and malignantly deprives any harmless
creature of Its life is no longer a disciple of the Shakya-
muni.                                                                                       tj

ee These are the three great prohibitions."              30

And the Blessed One addressed the bhikshus and
said:                                                                                       u

6( There Is another great prohibition which I pro-
claim to you :                                                                        K

"An ordained disciple must not boast of any super-
human perfection. The disciple who with evil intent
and from covetousness boasts of a superhuman per-
fection, be It celestial visions or miracles, Is no longer
a disciple of the Shakyamuni.                                           K

"I forbid you, O bhikshus, to employ any spells or
supplications, for they are useless, since the law of
karma governs all things. He who attempts to per-
form miracles has not understood the doctrine of the
TatMgata."                                                            M'

XLIII.  THE VANITY OF WORLDLINESS.

There was a poet by the name of Che who had ac-
quired the spotless eye of truth, and he believed In
Buddha, whose doctrine gave him peace of mind and
comfort In the hour of affliction.                                J

And It happened that an epidemic swept over the
country In which he lived, so that many died, and the
people were terrified. Some of them trembled with